Arboretum & Story Telling Pavilion

Ground slopes gently upwards towards Arboretum

The Explorers' Garden, Pitlochry, Scotland

Arboretum & Storytelling Pavilion

Tucked away in the north-west corner of the
site in amongst a collection of fine specimen
trees is the Storytelling Pavilion .. The
pre-existence of mature trees here make this
an ideal area for establishing a small
Arboretum, underplanted with a collection
of spring flowering bulbs, which blend
seamlessly with the wild flower meadow
beneath the apple trees in the adjacent
Orchard. A meandering path leads to the
slightly hidden, simple, yet elaborate abode
of the Storyteller. The emphasis is on
creating an atmosphere of enchantment for
children and adults to witness special events
in an intimate environment, close to the
natural world. The shelter is a beautiful
work of art in itself, with an ingenuously
designed roof reminiscent of an Asian
pagoda, and a pebble mosaic floor. This
expertly crafted space is one of the jewels in
the crown of the site and will provide a
delightful space for personal reflection,
picnics, counselling or mentoring, and
small-scale ceremonies as well as for
storytelling events. Surrounding the
pavilion, a selection of elegant, yet robust,
architectural specimen trees with fantastic
autumn colour, or scent, have been chosen
to bring the landscape alive.

Arboretum Planting Plan

Amelanchier lamarckii

Parrotia Persica

Pyrus calleryana 'Redspire’

Ginko biloba

Acer palmatum var. Dissectum ' Seiryu'.
Cercidiphyllum japonicum

Sorbus aria lutescens
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Platanus x hispanica

9. Acer griseum

10. Liquidambar styraciflua

11.  Prunus maackii 'Amber beauty'
12.  Populus balsamifera

The arboretum area to be under planted with
spring flowering bulbs : narcissus, snakeshead
fritillaries, camassia, crocus, snowdrop.

Site preparation:

The roots of the existing trees are not to be
disturbed, nor compacted in anyway. The land
contour and level change created by the sinuous
bank level change on the main grass expanse tapers
away south to north, meaning that in the northwest
corner, the levels remain unchanged, thus
preserving existing tree roots...
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